
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
USMC SAFETY & FORCE PRESERVATION 

AVIATION MISHAP & HAZARD REPORTING WITH WAMHRS 

The sharing of safety data is a pillar of any world-class 
Safety Management System. The Naval Aviation Safety 
Program accomplishes this process via Hazard Reports 
(HAZREPS).  HAZREPS are integral to the reduction of 
mishaps in Naval Aviation. These reports identify potential 
causes of injury or damage before they result in mishap 
and are an excellent venue to recommend and disseminate 
corrective actions throughout the fleet. HAZREPS also 
document continuing hazards in order to establish 
frequency of exposure.   
 
OPNAVINST 3750.6 requires HAZREPS for different types 
of events such as, but not limited to, human factors, near-
midair collisions, unintentional out of control flight, Air 
Traffic Control incidents, physiological episodes, and Bird-
Aircraft Strike Hazard. Hazards identified by your squadron 
are likely to confront other squadrons that operate with 
similar equipment, training and mission sets.  Calling 
attention to the issue in a HAZREP can help prepare 
another squadron to mitigate the risk and perhaps prevent 
a mishap. Even if the only recommendation in a HAZREP
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In October 2010, the WESS Aviation Hazard Reporting System transitioned to the WESS Aviation Mishap and Hazard 
Reporting System (WAMHRS).  WAMHRS is the only way to report HAZARDS or MISHAPS.  Upgrades and modifications are 
planned to remedy WAMHRS’ identified shortfalls.  However, errors on the user end have caused some recent problems 
originally attributed to the system’s functionality. It is critical for squadrons and fleet users to understand how to properly 
prepare and release reports in WAMHRS.  There are two recurring errors in HAZREP submissions that are detailed below.   
 
 
Provide the correct UIC of the reporting activity.  If you use the search function on WAMHRS to bring up your squadron UIC, 
more than one UIC may appear. Select the UIC that has a six digit code and uses the full name of your squadron, i.e. Marine 
AW Fighter Attack Ron VMFA(AW)-121 (M09257). If the reporting activity is a DET or composite squadron, DO NOT use the 
ship’s UIC. Use only the UIC of the REPORTING CUSTODIAN in control of the aircraft.   
 
 
The only way to actually RELEASE the report is to select the “Release Report” option from the Report Actions tab located at 
the top left side of the screen.  If you do not release the report it will stay in your folder as a draft or if you ROUTE it to 
someone prior to releasing the report, it will stay in the draft form in their box and no one else will be able to see it. 
 
Routing Chain function is INTERNAL only within the command up to CO level for review of a HAZREP prior to release. 
Utilizing this function DOES NOT release the report in any way – it is strictly for administrative purposes only! 

 
Limited WAMHRS training was offered prior to switching over to the new system.  The School of Aviation Safety’s Aviation 
Safety Officers Course has incorporated WAMHRS into the ASO syllabus.  Individual live training is still available via web-
based classroom and can be scheduled through Leslee McPherson at leslee.mcpherson@navy.mil or Power Point training is 
available through the CMC Safety Division website under the Aviation Branch tab at 
http://www.marines.mil/unit/safety/Pages/Aviation.aspx. 
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is to brief the event to aircrew and reinvigorate vigilance to a known hazard; do the right thing and release a HAZREP. It 
could save a war fighting asset or more importantly, the life of a fellow Marine or Sailor. 
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